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WELCOME RABBI DANIEL AND REBBETZIN SARAH RABIN TO THE NEJC.  
We welcome Rabbi Daniel, Rebbetzin Sarah and their children Aaron and Shaina to the 
NEJC family. They have started to make an impact on the Centre already, even though the 
Rabbiõs official Induction is not until November 20th.  
We all welcome them with open arms and look forward to building up special relationships 
with all of them as we support them in all their current and new projects.  

Menorah Editor ï Hynda Feldman  

 Assisted by Beverley Davis  

The Rabins out and about on Melbourne university campuses  



 

 

 

Photos by Ben Sztypel 



 

Music in the Park ï May 2011 

Trivia Night ð July 2011 

Host ï Scott Kennedy  

Representing the winning table 

(Irene Port and friends)  

Wooden Spooners!  

Delicious supper  

The 100+ crowd having a terrific 

time testing their knowledge  





It is with a touch of sadness that after a tenure of six years, we farewelled Rabbi 
Yaakov Glasman and his family at a function held at the NEJC. The hall was 
filled to near capacity by over 250 guests which included current and past  
members and rabbis and many of Rabbi Glasmanôs family and associates. The 
function was a tremendous success and afforded the guests an opportunity to 
say farewell to Rabbi Glasman, Rebbetzin Sara and children Dovi, Moshe,  
Chaya and Levi. We wish them success in their move to St Kilda Shul. 
 
The choice of a successor to Rabbi Glasman as the spiritual leader of our  
congregation was extremely difficult due to the high quality of the applicants. The 
selection committee spent many hours in analysing their CVs and interviewing  
the rabbis and their rebbetzins to narrow the choice to three candidates. 
 
Each candidate, with their family, was invited to spend a Shabbat at the NEJC, 
lead the services, meet the congregation and in addition, give a talk the following 
Monday night on a topic of their choice, a brief biography, and respond to the 
congregationôs questions. 
 
The attendances at shul over Shabbat and at the Monday night talks to meet the 
candidates was fantastic and it was very encouraging to see so many of the 
NEJC members actively involved in offering their opinions on their individual 
choice of rabbi. The many email responses received advising their preference 
was of great assistance to the committee in reaching a decision. The committee 
must be thanked and commended on the exemplary manner in which they went 
about finalising the choice of a new rabbi for the NEJC. 
 
We warmly welcome our new spiritual leader, Rabbi Daniel Rabin, Rebbetzin  
Sarah and their children Aaron and Shaina. Our community is a-buzz with  
expectation of their participation and influence at the Centre, as they are already 
well known to many of our younger members who have been actively involved 
with them on campus. We wish them a successful transition to the NEJC family, 
and may we all be part of a very successful journey together. 
 
I know that you have heard or read this appeal before but it is my duty to bring 
the support of our shul services to your attention. Our Shabbat services have not 
been well supported over the past few months and to be quite honest, we have 
on occasion just made a minyan. 
 
If you, our members who are not the regular attendees, can make an extra effort 
once in a while to come to shul, it will make a difference and enhance the  
services. 
 
We have been holding all the normal minyanim including yahrtzeits and my  
personal thanks go out to our dedicated members who are always willing to 
make themselves available to attend the services to ensure that we have a  
minyan. Their commitment provides continuity for our shul services. 
 
On behalf of myself, my wife Geta, and the Board of Management, we wish you 
all Shanah Tovah and well over the Fast. 
 
Milton Shenker 
President 
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MEMORIES OF THE LATE RHONDA SHARP  

To do justice to the late and wonderful Rhonda Sharp, I must say that words alone cannot express all that she has 

done for her family, friends, the Doncaster community, and the general Jewish and outside communities as well. 

 

Rhonda was a devoted wife to Robert and loving mother to her three beautiful children: Kalman Shimon (nearly  

seven), Yitzchak Mordechai (nearly 5) and Leib Feivel (two and three-quarters). She was also a great sister to Simone 

Grinberg and to her sister-in-law Tracey Sharp, who she called her other sister. As well, she was a devoted daughter 

to her father Geoffrey Simpson, a long-time NEJC congregant. 

 

I met Rhonda when I first arrived in Australia in 2003. She quickly introduced herself and gave me a tour around the 

shul, and also introduced me to the congregation. I heard how Rhonda devoted so much time to the shul committee 

and helped organize events and was also on the cooking committee helping with all the meals for Yom Tov and other 

shul events. She especially loved Yomim Tovim when she and her family would board at the shul and attend all  

services and meals and add so much light to the atmosphere! 

 

Rhonda became involved with the Australian Breastfeeding Association (ABA) and became a community educator and 

a regular volunteer with the Balwyn, Doncaster, Templestowe and Box Hill areas organizing teaching events at schools 

and helping new mothers. She also managed to find time to volunteer at schools where her husband Robert taught.  

 

I used to ask her for advice on motherhood, and how she managed being a wife and mother, and a wonderful nurse as 

well. She said she juggled the hours of nursing to fit into the hours of the kids' day-care and schools and Robert's 

schedule, so she could still have lots of quality family time. 

 

It is fair to say that Rhonda was an ezer knegdo (a help for him) for Robert in their marriage. She knew how to talk to 

him about important issues relating to their family and she could help him solve any problems or dilemmas he  

experienced in life. She was an eishes chayil (woman of valour) in the sense that she helped her husband daily with all  

mitzvos relating to their family. She helped with the Jewish aspect of the bringing-up of the children by driving them to 

and from Jewish schools and teaching them the Torah and keeping a kosher home, observing the Shabbat and Yomim 

Tovim and practicing ahavas Yisroel (loving all of the Jews). 

 

Rhonda always knew how to make her children laugh with her sense of humour, solve their problems or comfort them 

in times of trouble. She always was seen in shul with her boys reading stories to them, putting food on their plates and 

feeding them with one hand and eating her own meal with the other hand. She would always give them hugs and tell 

them she loved them and wanted the best for them in life. 



One of the things that Rhonda felt was important for her kids was for them to know Yiddish, as she felt that it wasn't a 

language just from the 'old country' but rather a language that is very much alive today in Jewish households around the 

world! She was adamant that Robert learn the language in order to help their boys with their Yiddish homework;  

therefore, Robert took Yiddish lessons at Sholem Aleichem College. 

 

Rhonda had an open-house policy for guests on Shabbat. When Robert and Rhonda were involved with the Waverley 

shul they hosted bochrim (young Yeshiva students) who were coming out there to run services and make up  

minyonim. Rhonda took these boys under her wing to become a pseudo-aunty to them. 

 

Rhonda touched very many people in her daily life and her nursing work, as she selflessly devoted her time to family, 

friends, colleagues and the community. She is going to be missed by all who were lucky enough to know her, whether it 

was for a day, an hour, or years.  

 

Her life was filled up with good deeds. It's not every day that you meet someone whose smile lights up a whole room 

and puts you instantly into a good mood! It's not every day that you meet someone who knows just what to say to each 

person at the correct time to brighten their day, their life or their future! I think that it's best to remember Rhonda by  

following in her ways, and doing little good deeds like she would. A person's life is not measured in how much money 

they have or how many possessions they own, but rather in the good deeds that they accomplished throughout their 

lifetime. 

 

Raquella Neiger 

It is with great fondness that we remember Rhonda Sharp OBM who passed away tragically on 1 May 2011, and 
with great sadness that we feel her loss. Rhonda was a vibrant member of our community, and we miss her  
presence in Shul and at the Centre functions.  
 
Rhonda had remarkable attributes. She was a deeply religious person, but was able to work in her profession as 
a nurse, and make decisions for her family which were not necessarily confined by a particular mindset, without  
compromising her religious observance. She was a devoted wife to Robert, and a devoted mother to their sons  
Kalman, Yitzchak and Leib. She was a caring and loving daughter to Geoffrey and sister to Simone. She was a 
warm, generous and hospitable friend. Rhonda will be remembered for her sunny disposition, for her love of her 
fellow man, and for always accepting her life with gratitude to Hashem. May her memory always be a blessing to 
her family. 
 
Robyne Epstein  

I first met Rhonda as a young woman who had just moved into our neighbourhood. She told me about her 
dreams to have children. She imagined that she would have many but in the meanwhile she was not just waiting, 
she was opening her house for other kids.  She was bringing kids from Caulfield from a big family to share  
Shabbat with her and her husband. They were a team: she always would say óIôll ask Robert.ô He was always on 
her mind. I was always watching and hoping to learn more from their incredible level of communication. They had 
some secret sign language they could use at shul ï one being upstairs and one downstairs! 
 
She had the most organised mind ï the only woman who could just walk into Solomonôs butchers a couple of 
days before Pesach without a shopping list. Later, when her own children came along she did not change.  
Nothing was too much or too difficult for Rhonda. She could breast-feed not one child but two. Go to work  
full-time across town, do shopping in Caulfield with one, then two, then three little boys in a car. I think they were 
leaving home just after 6am. 
 
I could never understand how she did it. On one occasion when I talked to Geoffrey, her dad, he explained to me 
that even as a girl she was always like that ï able to do grown-up things. Her focus was on the important rather 
than superfluous, essential rather than frivolous. 
 

Sara Berson 



R
a
b
b
i
õ
s
 
R
e
p
o
r
t

 

The smell of that new car, the feel of those new shoes,  the fragility of a newly  
purchased hi-tech gadget... I have always been quite fascinated at the extreme care  
people (including myself) take with new items. I remember seeing a gentleman walking in 
the streets of Manhattan with very obviously brand-new shoes, and he was manoeuvring 
around the streets as if he was in a military obstacle course. It seemed he tried to avoid 
every possible chance of ANYTHING other than air coming into contact with these  
precious new items. 
 
What is it about something NEW that warrants this type of behaviour? What makes us 
become shoe police for a day or a week? 
 
When we had our first child, Aaron, I recall seeing all these other new parents around me 
at the maternity ward, smiling endlessly at their new bundles of joy. The innocence, the 
purity and the fresh start of these infants brought a joy to all the proud new parents. For 
us humans, something new represents something unaltered, something in its original 

state ï  something we have long missed. As we continue on our lifeôs journey we start to 
wear out, get old, and that excitement and care of something NEW unfortunately fades 
away. 
 

In a few weeks we celebrate the Jewish New Year ï Rosh Hashanah. Yet Rosh  
Hashanah is not just the start of a new year. Rosh Hashanah is not just a time when we 
take down our old calendars and hang up the brighter and glossier new ones. Rosh 
Hashanah is the day when the world was created. The Kabbalah teaches that every year 
on Rosh Hashanah a similar spiritual state that existed at the time of Creation comes to 
the world once again. Every one of us in a sense is given that energy of newness. We 
are all given a chance to reconnect to that true inner self and to attach ourselves to our 
internal essence. This year let us view the two holy days of Rosh Hashanah as a time 
when we can truly resolve to approach the upcoming year with that pureness of a  
newborn child. Let us resolve to embrace the year with resolutions that will turn the year 
5772 into a year where we grow spiritually, where we spend more time with our friends 
and family, and where we make sure to resolve those unnecessary conflicts and  
grudges. Let this year be the year that will never be forgotten. 
 
For my wife Sarah and I, this Rosh Hashanah also marks an additional new beginning for 
us. We are extremely excited to join such a warm and welcoming community. It has only 
been a few short weeks since taking on the position but we already feel part of this  
wonderful family.  
 
There are many challenges that lie ahead but we are enthusiastic and passionate, and  
believe that there is tremendous potential for the North Eastern Jewish community and 
we are honoured to be able to be a part of this journey. We are planning to energize and  
strengthen the current programs and happenings but to also add new projects and bring 
new ideas to create an increased vibrancy for the community. 
 
For the past two years we have been privileged to work with students at universities 
across Melbourne and we have seen first-hand the amazing future that awaits the  
Australian Jewish community. We aim to bring the energy and excitement that we 
brought to the university scene to the NEJC. 
 
We would like to thank the Shul Board of Management for their warmth and kindness and 
for all their efforts they put in to ensuring the Centre runs as smoothly as it does. 
 
So may we walk down the street this Rosh Hashanah with a feeling that far surpasses 
that of wearing new shoes, a feeling that our body and souls are totally refreshed and 
renewed to greet the year that lies ahead. 
 
With blessings of a year filled with health, happiness, wealth and prosperity for ourselves, 
our families and the entire world. 
 
Shanah Tovah! 
Rabbi Daniel Rabin 
 
 
 



Jerusalem: The City I Love  
by Dovie Meshchaninov, 22, living in Jerusalem ï contributed by Dick Hayden, Dovieõs grandfather 

Jerusalem, 
When I walk your streets, 
A smile comes to my face 
Life surges from my soul 
When I inhale your air 
I feel comfort and peace 
When I open up to your rhythm 
I feel life 
I feel life's energy crescendo within me 
When I look at your people, my people 
I feel at home 
I feel Iôm with family, 
I feel understood 
My unrestricted self comes out and shines. 
 

Jerusalem 
Your nights are so rich, 
So rich, 
I get drunk just walking your streets, 
Or breathing your air, 
Jerusalem, 
Iôm privileged 
Privileged to interact with the deep and special people you 
so humbly bare. 
 

Jerusalem, 
You demand one to live, 
You demand one to embrace the intensity and depth of life 
Jerusalem, 
We hear you say, 
Live life in the front seat, 
We hear you say,  
Iôm not just a city, 
A city that helps you pass a day or year 
Iôm a city who throws the full depth of life at you 
Iôm a city waiting, 
Waiting for you 
 

To be big enough to embrace, all my depth, beauty and  
complexity. 
 

Jerusalem, 
The thought of leaving you 
Saddens me to my core 
Leaving you for a few weeks, hours or days 
Frightens me 
Scares me 
Even when Iôm in the comfort of your walls 
I feel life might beckon me away 
I wonder, 
Elsewhere 
Will I be able to hold onto your level of being? 
Your level of living? 
Elsewhere 
Will I feel so alive? 
So on track? 
 

Jerusalem, 
There are cities that boast 
Cleaner streets, 
And cheaper homes, 
My love for you though, 
Runs deeper than the size of your malls 
Or the modernity of your homes 
I love you for your richness and  depth 
I love you because youôve taught me 
What it means to live, 
What it means to feels alive. 
 

Every day I breathe your air, 
Or walk your streets 
Iôm grateful for the surge of life that you instill in me, 
For the depth of interaction 
For your beauty, 
The beauty which lies behind the truth of your being 
And not the glitter behind, deceiving. 

Youth Report  ï Eytan Epstein 
The younger generation in the Eastern 
Suburbs has established themselves in 
the community over the past 6 months. 
There has been a slight changing of the 
guard with a number of the older youth 
members finishing up their commitments 

with their various youth movements and handing the baton 
on to the eager up-and-comers. Additionally to this, a few 
valued members have moved to óthe place that shall not be 
spoken of.ô In spite of all the changes, the youth have  
continued on, and perhaps have a now more firmly  
grounded base on which to capitalize.    
 

In terms of Betarôs involvement with the Centre, the  
relationship is still strong, with a number of the Centreôs 
functions being helped out by Betar leaders, as well as  
Betarôs biannual camps, weekly meetings and monthly 
events being run and well attended. Across the board of 
youth movements, numbers are not as high as in the past, 
but ties to Israel and Judaism are still strong, with gap year 
trips to Israel and Birthright numbers always increasing.  
 

The synagogueôs Shabbat and Yom Tov childrenôs service 
is still being run, with a focus on the weekôs parsha still at 
the heart of it, combined with various games and the  

traditional quiz and Shabbat snacks. Presently we are  
looking at building up the knowledge of basic prayers, in 
order to make the transition easier from childrenôs service 
to shul service. Rachel Tofler is the chief leader, with  
cameo appearances from a number of others. 
 

On behalf of the youth I would like to thank Rabbi  
Glasman and Rebbetzin Sara for their help and support of 
the youth during their time here. The Rebbetzin in  
particular was very helpful and always on top of organizing 
the festival activities, leaving the leaders with just the  
leading aspects as all preparation had always been done.  
 

Finally, we would like to welcome in the new Rabbi and his 
Rebbetzin, and hope that the relationship between the 
youth and the community will remain strong, and perhaps 
even grow. Rabbi and Rebbetzin Rabinôs influence across 
the universities is sure to make the future a fun and  
enjoyable one. We wish both families good luck in their 
future endeavors.  
      

If you are interested in joining Betar or another youth  
movement, or are looking to get involved in community  
activities, or just meeting up with other young people, as 
always, feel free to contact me on 0414 541 637.  
 



Assistance Needed With Minyanim  
Your help will make all the difference  

Over the past few months we have been experiencing difficulty in gathering a minyan for prayer services at the 
shul. Over the next month quite a number of our regular shul goers will be away which will make it even more 
difficult to obtain minyanim as required, and we will need extra help from members of the community who may 
be able to assist. Currently, our regular services take place on:  
 

Monday ï 6:45am, Thursday ï 6:45am, Friday (Kabbalat Shabbat) ï 6:15pm, Saturday ï 10:00am  

  

If you are able to assist during any of these times please contact the President Milton Shenker, or Rabbi Rabin  
to arrange appropriate times for your communal contribution. 

ñDivinity is a duty of man  

Sharpened by dialogueò 
Edmund Jabes, The Book of Questions 

 
Meditation 1 
Philosophy is a view of life.  
But theology is life. 
In its viewing of life, philosophy is 
thought. 
In its living of life, theology is language. 
Existence is something spoken. 
To be alive 
is to speak. 
As we live, 
alive in our speaking, 
so do we know G-d. 
 
Philosophy is thought; 
but real, concrete existence is language, 
its centerpiece, living speech. 
And insofar as this aptitude of existence 
finds itself in its being spoken,  
this speech is: 
theology. 
 
Our entire aptitude to speak  
(and in speaking to be alive) 
refers us back 
to G-d speaking to us: órevelationô. 
Thus all theology 
is rooted in revelation  
The philosopher is a creator of images of  life. 
Creating life 
in the image of thought. 
But G-d creates man 
in His own óImageô. 
He creates not our life  
(life is never an image) 
but us as an Image 
of Himself 

Then what is our life? 

Our life is ï our Jewish life. 

G-d did not create the óJewish lifeô. 
He created 
the Jewish soul. 
 
The soul lives. 
It has its own life,  
not G-dôs. 
We live our soul existence, 
our own, human life 
making its way 
through the world 
entrusted 
to His Law. 
 

Meditation 2 
In the depths of the soul there is ï  
language, word, 
at the heart of language a Name, 
G-d who speaks whose Name is not 
Sound and Smoke but Word and Fire. 

 

But the soul ï and what is the soul? 

óAnd G-d said: ñLet there be lightòô  
(Genesis 1:3). 

But the light ï what is the light? 

ñThe spirit of man is the Lamp of G-dò   
(Proverbs 20:27). 

Spirit of man, óruahô, is soul of man, 
soul which is Light of G-d. 

 

Contributed by Y. Halik, July 2011 

Ujeb news  
This photo, taken in early August,  is after a program that was run by a 

group of Shlichim that UJEB has brought out  

to the NEJC UJEB children.  

UJEB continues to offer a variety of activities that are interactive and 

relevant to Jewish children from Pre -school to  

Bat -mitzvah and Bar -mitzvah age.  

Contact Esther Raitman on 0408 408 770 for more information.



NOTE:  DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME COMMENCES 3 AM SUNDAY, 2 OCTOBER 2011  
ï TURN CLOCKS FORWARD ONE HOUR. 

September 
28th ï Erev Rosh Hashanah 

October 
7th ï Kol Nidre 
8th ï Yom Kippur 
12th ï Erev Succot 
20th ï Shemini Atzeret 
21st ï Simchat Torah 
26th ï Friendship Club 
 

November 
9th ï Friendship Club 
13th ï NEJC Batmitzvah Ceremony 
20th ï Rabbi Rabinôs Induction 
23rd ï Friendship Club 
 

December 
7th ï Friendship Club 
20th ï Erev Chanukah 
25th ï Chanukah Picnic 

OnΆGoing Events 
 

Shiurim 
Rabbi Rabin holds regular Monday night 
Shiurim at the North Eastern Jewish Centre.  
 
7:30 ï 8:15 pm is a shiur on the Torah  
portion with commentaries.  
 
8:15 ï 9:00 pm is a shiur on Pirkei Avot   
Jewish Ethics. These are both ongoing. 
 

Betar 
Betar runs activities for our youth every 
Sunday from 2:00pm ï 4:00pm at the  
Centre or drivers will commute youth to 
Caulfield.  
Betar also runs Leadership Courses for 
Year 10's. For more information about Betar 
please contact Eytan Epstein on  
0414 541 637.  

Upcoming Events at the NEJC 

TIMES OF SERVICES DURING   

THE HIGH HOLY DAYS 
 

SELICHOT:  
Saturday, September 24 éééééééé.ééémidnight 
Monday, September 26  ....................................... 6:30 am 
ROSH HASHANAH EVE 
Wednesday, September 28 

   Selichotééééééééééééé..6:15 am 
 Candle Lighting ................................... 6:03 pm 
 Mincha/Maôariv .................................... 5:45 pm 
ROSH HASHANAH, 1st DAY 
Thursday, September 29 
 Shacharit .........................................    9:00 am 
 Reading of Torahééééééééé10:00 am 
 Sermon ............................................. 11:00 am 
 Musaféééééééééééééé11:20 am 
 Minchah followed by Tashlich ............. 5:20 pm 
 Maôarivééééééééééééé....6:15pm 
         Candle Lighting é.ééé.not before 7:01 pm 
ROSH HASHANAH, 2nd DAY 
Friday, September 30 
                   Shacharit ééééééééééé..    9:00 am 
 Reading of Torah ...........................    10:15 am 
 Sermon ............................................. 11:00 am 
 Shofarééééééééééééé..11:20 am 
 Musafééééééééééé .......   11:40 am 
    Minchah/Kabbalat Shabbat ................. 5:45 pm 
    Candle lighting for Shabbat...not after 6:05 pm 
FAST OF GEDALIAH 
Sunday, October 2nd 
                   Fast Commenceséééééééé.. 5:14am 
  Selichot & Shacharit ............................ 8:30 am 
  Fast Ends............................................ 7:50 pm 
YOM KIPPUR EVE (KOL NIDREI) 
Friday, October 7th 
 Minchah ...........................................    3:15 pm 
  Candle lighting & Fast begins .............. 7:11PM 
  Kol Nidrei ééééééééé. 7:30 pm sharp 
 

ALL OTHER SERVICES NOT INDICATED WILL BE HELD AT 
NORMAL TIMES 

 

YESHURUN SYNAGOGUE 
2011 ï 5771/72 
 
YOM KIPPUR  
Saturday, October 8th 
 Shacharit ............................................. 10:00 am 
 Reading of Torah ................................  12:00 pm 
 Sermon .................................................. 1:00 pm 
 Yizkor (Memorial Service).................................... 

éééééé...ééé..not earlier than 1:15pm 
 Musaf ..................................................... 1:45 pm 
 Minchah ................................................. 5:45 pm 
 Neillah .................................................... 6:45 pm 
 Fast ends .............................................. 8:09 pm 
SUCCOT EVE 
Wednesday, October 12th 
 Mincha / Maôariv ..................................... 6:15 pm 
 Candle Lighting ...................................... 7:16 pm 
SUCCOT 1ST & 2ND DAYS 
Thursday and Friday, October 13 & 14 
 Shacharit ............................................... 9:15 am 
 Minchah / Maôariv ................................... 6:15 pm 
                Candle lighting (Thursday evening)ééééé... 
                ............................................. not before 8:15 pm 
 Candle lighting for Shabbatéénot after 7:18pm 
HOSHANAH RABBAH 
Wednesday, October 19th 
 Shacharit ............................................... 6:00 am 
 Minchah / Maôariv Shemini Atzaret Eve .. 6:15 pm 
 Candle Lighting ...................................... 7:22 pm 
SHEMINI ATZERET 
Thursday, October 20th 
 Shacharit ............................................... 9.15 am 
 Yizkor (Memorial service) éééééééééé 
 éééééééééé..not earlier than 10:45 am 
                Maôariv and Hakafot ............................... 7:00 pm 
 Candle Lightingéé.é.éé.not before 8:22 pm 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Friday, October 21 
 Shacharit ............................................... 9:15 am 
 Communal Mealéééé.after Morning Services 
 Mincha/Maôarivééééééééé..ééé.TBA 
                Candle Lightingéé..éééé..not after 7:24pm 



NEJC FAMILY NEWS  
April 2011 ï August 2011  

Births 
 

A hearty Mazel Tov to 
Alan and Hynda Feldman on 

the birth of a grandson 

Hilton and Maryann Katz on 

the birth of a granddaughter 

Joe and Sharon Leibowitz on 

the birth of a  

granddaughter 

Kim and Anita Halik on the 

birth of a daughter 

Abe Kleiman on the birth of a 

great-grandson 

Reuven and Merle Avital on 

the birth of a grandson 

Peter and Marlene  

Oppenheim on the birth of a 

grandson 

Brian and Ruth Hendry on the 

birth of a granddaughter 

Michael and Merle Lipow on 

the birth of a granddaughter 

Edward and Bella Weidman 

on the birth of a  

granddaughter 

Peter and Marlene  

Oppenheim on the birth of a 

granddaughter 

Engagement 
 

A hearty Mazel Tov to 
Leon and Jenny 

Schwartzshtein on the  

engagement of  

Gabriella to David 

Michael and Merle Lipow on 

the engagement of  

Bradley to Michelle 

Rhoda and David Franks on 

the engagement of  

Gavin to Rochelle 

 
Marriage 

A hearty Mazel Tov to 
Arno and Robin Caras on the 

marriage of their  

daughter Nicola to Nadav 

 

Special Birthdays 
and Anniversaries 

 

A hearty Mazel Tov to 
Ben Alexander on his 80th 

birthday 

 

 
 

 

New Members 

Welcome 

Philip and Lara Treisman 
 

 
Barmitzvahs 

 

A hearty Mazel Tov to 
Herb and Robyne Epstein on 

the Barmitzvah  
of Rafael   

 

 

Condolences 
 

We extend our heartfelt  
condolences to 

 

Ken and Gerry Hamer on the 

passing of  

Gerryôs mother   

Robert Sharp and family on 

the passing of Rhonda 

Sheila and Issy Allen on the 

passing of Sheilaôs mother, 

Esther Press 

 

                     NEW OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY - OFFICE CLOSED 

TUESDAY - 9.30am to 3.00pm 

WEDNESDAY - 9.30am to 3.00pm 

THURSDAY - 9.30am to 3.00pm 

   FRIDAY - 9.00am to 12.00pm 



Photos by Edward Berson  



 

Rabbi Glasmanõs Farewell Afternoon Tea ï Photos by Ben Sztypel  



 

Photos by Edward Berson and Ben Sztypel  



 FAREWELL RABBI YAAKOV AND REBBETZIN SARA GLASMAN  
 

Over 250 guests gathered at the North Eastern Jewish War Memorial Centre (NEJC) on Sunday 7th August 
to celebrate six wonderful years under the leadership of Rabbi and Rebbetzin Yaakov and Sara Glasman. 
NEJC President Milton Shenker welcomed the guests, describing the large turnout as ótestament to the high 
esteem in which the community holds Rabbi Glasmanô. NEJC Treasurer Michael Katzew went on to highlight 
Rabbi Glasman's many accomplishments at the Centre, óbreathing new life into the community by  
implementing a diverse range of programs and lecturesô. NEJC secretary Heidi Hayden then took the  
microphone praising Rebbetzin Sara Glasman for her ózeal and commitment in running the Shul's highly  
successful Playgroup, Women's Circle and Bat Mitzvah programsô. Merav Chait and Ben Saxone spoke about 
their relationships with the Glasman children over the past 6 years. An amusing yet eloquent short speech 
was delivered by Rabbi Mordechai Gutnick, Rabbi Glasman's predecessor. 
The event concluded with the Shul's Vice President Issy Allen presenting Rabbi Glasman with a stunning  
engraved silver platter, followed by a presentation by Rabbi Glasman to the Shul of a brand new Challah 
board.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Esther Press -  Farewell to a True Lady 
 

Esther was born on December 26, 1913 in Oudtshoorn, Cape Province, then known as The Jerusalem of 
Africa, one of the largest and most active Jewish communities in South Africa.  
 
The daughter of Sam and Sarah Segal, she was brought up by her father and aunts when her mother  
succumbed to the Spanish flu epidemic in 1918. She well remembered the names of her kindergarten 
teachers and later her teenaged school friends, many of those friendships enduring of many decades. 
 
After matriculating in 1931 she qualified as a teacher and first taught at Hillel College in King Williamstown 
before moving to Cape Town. She married her beloved husband, Sydney, in 1939, and they had three  
children, Sheila, Bertha and Darryl. She taught at Weitzman and  
Herzlia schools for many years, where she was a well-loved and  
popular teacher. 
 
After Sydneyôs death in 1994, Esther came to live in Templestowe- a 
brave move at the age of 84. Esther adored her shul and was upset if 
she could not attend due to illness.  
 
A gracious, elegant lady, she endeared herself to young and old and 
touched the lives of all those who knew, respected and loved her.  
Esther was dearly loved by her three children, seven grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren. 
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